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'A NewDay' put anew face on entertainment
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CclineDians snowat Cae.wrs Palace, ':4 New Day,"husjust moretbanfive months
lefl.. She will be replaced by Bette Midler and. perhaps. Cher.
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Dions partnership wi th
Dragone raised the bar
for shows in Las Vl'gas
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Fan s will sorely miss Celinc Dian
when th e cu rtain drops a fter her final
performance on Dec. 15, bringi ng to a
close one of the boldes t en ter ta inment
ventures attempted in Las Vegas.

By all account s the venture has
been a success . Whether it ca n be
repealed by replacing Dia n with Belle
Midlcra nd (perhaps) Chef rema ins to
be seen.

Midlcr debuts her show in Febr u­
ary. Noword yet on Cher.

When "A New Day" debuted at
Caesars Palace in March 2003 it was
indeed a new day in the Ente rt a in­
ment Capital - an in ternat ional
superstar in a 4 ,UOO-SCll l , $95 million
showroom in II production by the cre­
ative genius Fran co Dragone.

Dragone created "Mystcre" at
Treasure Island a nd MOMat the Bella­
gio for Cirque du Solei!. He's prod uced
"A New Day" and "La Reve" at Wyn n
Las Vegas under his own ba nner;

The creat ive marriage between

Dion and Dragone has been lin Inte r­
esti ng nne - half concer t, hnl f'produc­
tion. Her beautiful music was framed '
within a n ar tist ic sett ing inside one
of th e most technically adva nced t he­
aters in the world.

The show has evolved since its pre­
miere. Dion no longer soars above-the

stage. Scenes have been altered. Songs
have been dropped, e the rs adde d.
Most of her hits arc slill there, includ­
ing "TIll' Power of Love," " I Drove All
Night " a nd "My Heart Will Go On."

The piano st ill floa ts above the
stage, cross ing from left to right.
pushed by two cas t members who

seem to be wal king on a ir. A tree still
sprouts up in the middle of the stage;
I I cas t member's head explodes int o a
bouquet offlowers.

Through al l of the changes, "A New
Day" remains one ofthe most popular
shows in tow n.

What will Vegas be without "A New
Day?"

Around town
Deja Vu, a dan ce band th at plays

everyt hing from ' count ry to d isco
and rock, sta rts at 7 tonight at th e
new show room at South Poinl. The
dan ce ban d already is a regular at th e
Hocks Lounge at Red Hock casino at
7:30 p.m. Tuesdays lind Wednesdays
.,. Tommy Thomp son Project plays
the smooth jazz ser ies at th e Ra mpar t
casino, in conju nct ion with 105.7 FM
The Oasis. Fu ture performers: t he
J ulius Show, July 18: Ghallib Gha llab,
J uly 25 ; an d David Van Such. Aug. I. (6
p.m. Wednesdays; Addison's Lounge;
free) ... Actress Parris La ne sings jazz
sta ndards at the Bootlegger (8 p.m.
Sunday, 736-49 39) ... "Shades of Sinn­
tru," felllurill~ ut r iu of tribut e artists,
performs at the Suncoas t throughout
July. (7:30 p.ru. Mondays, $22 10 533,
883-6733).

Jerry Fink can be eecchcd at ass­
4058 or atj("rry@ht"'\,c~ssun.
com.
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